Immune function.
The innate and the adaptive immune systems have evolved to provide a rapid and specific means for protecting hosts against the many microbes experienced over a lifetime. These two immune responses interact cooperatively to enhance the host defense. Defects in either of these two pathways can have devastating consequences, as evidenced [figure: see text] by primary immune deficiencies, many of which are discussed in this issue of the Pediatric Clinics of North America. The immune system has a central role in the pathogenesis of many disorders that involve an inflammatory response, including allergic and autoimmune diseases. New and more effective therapies for these many disorders will develop as the understanding of the immune system and its many secreted mediators continues to increase.